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September 25, 2018 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
VIA FCC ELECTRONIC COMMENT FILING SYSTEM 

Re CC Docket No. 02-6 
Request for Review of Administrator’s Decision 
FCC Form 472 BEAR Invoice #2805130 
Funding Application #579663 
FRN 1612875 
Applicant Floyd Municipal School District (BEN 143331)  

 
With this letter Floyd Municipal School District (“FMSD”) appeals a 7/27/2018 decision 
by the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) to deny FMSD’s appeal of 
USAC’s 4/30/2018 decision to deny payment on FCC Form 472 BEAR Invoice 
#2805130 (the “BEAR Form”) seeking reimbursement for services funded under FRN 
1612875 (the “Funding Request”). 

FMSD prays that the Federal Communications Commission will direct USAC to disburse 
funding to it in the amount of the committed funding for the Funding Request. 

Background 
On 4/27/2018 FMSD submitted the BEAR Form requesting reimbursement of $1,592.68 
for E-Rate program support for Funding Year 2007 eligible expense for services 
provided by New Mexico RSA4 East-Limited Partnership (“NM RSA4 East”) (SPIN 
143001087) under FRN 1612875. However, since the committed funding amount for 
FRN 1612875 was $1,168.32, reimbursement in that amount was expected. 

On 4/30/2018 USAC’s Ms. Antonina Parisi via email1 rejected the reimbursement 
request, stating that “This invoice cannot be processed due the Invalid SPIN 
143001087”. 

                                            

1
 See 4/30/2018 Email from Antonina Parisa, attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
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The FCC Form 472 User Guide provides that with respect to the SPIN to be entered in 
an FCC Form 472 reimbursement request, “Please be sure to obtain this information 
from your FCDL for the Funding Request Numbers (FRNs) for which you are seeking 
reimbursement”2. In the underlying Funding Application3, SPIN 143001087 for service 
provider NM RSA4 East does in fact appear as the service provider for FRN 1612875, 
and it was SPIN 143001087 which appeared in the Funding Commitment Decision 
Letter. 

USAC’s SPIN Changes webpage4 specifies that the SPIN for a funding request can be 
changed in the event of an acquisition or merger. Records from New Mexico’s Secretary 
of State show that this entity was registered with that office on 9/19/19955, and that the 
registration continues to be active6. This demonstrates that the service provider 
continues to be an independent entity (and therefore not the object of an acquisition or 
merger). Therefore, the SPIN which appeared on the Funding Application is the SPIN 
which must properly appear on the FCC Form 472 reimbursement request, and USAC 
erred in its rejection of the reimbursement request. 

In its 7/27/2018 decision on appeal USAC provided the following rationale for its denial: 

The service provider cited on your invoice is no longer active in our system, 
therefore your appeal is denied. Review FCC Order 15-53, released may 8, 2015 
for information on the acquisition. 

The order which USAC cited7 (the “AT&T-Plateau MO&O”) provides only for the 
assignment of cellular license KNKN598 and International Section 214 Authorization 
ITC-214-20030912-00435 – i.e., a license to use or operate an apparatus for the 
transmission of energy or communications or signals by radio and a related 
authorization for certain international communications services – and does not provide 
in any manner whatsoever for any acquisition or merger. 

Analysis 
FMSD submitted an FCC Form 472 reimbursement request in compliance with FCC 
rules and USAC’s published procedures. In particular, the SPIN which appeared on that 

                                            

2
 See FCC Form 472 User Guide at www.usac.org/_res/documents/sl/pdf/forms/FCC-Form-472-
UserGuide.pdf (retrieved 5/23/2018) 

3
 See Funding Application No. 579663, attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

4
 See USAC’s SPIN Changes webpage at www.usac.org/sl/applicants/before-youre-done/spin-
changes/default.aspx (retrieved 5/23/2018). 

5
 See Articles of Formation, attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

6
 See business registration record retrieved 6/28/2018 showing “NEW MEXICO RSA 4 EAST LIMITED 

PARTNERSHIP” with status “Active”, attached hereto as Exhibit D. 
7
 See Applications of AT&T Inc., E.N.M.R. Telephone Cooperative, Plateau Telecommunications, Inc., 

New Mexico RSA 4 East Limited Partnership, and Texas RSA 3 Limited Partnership, For Consent To 
Assign Licenses and Authorizations, 30 FCC Rcd 5107 (2015) 
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reimbursement request is the proper SPIN. Nevertheless, USAC erred by declining to 
honor the reimbursement request. 

In USAC’s denial of FMSD’s appeal, USAC essentially provides two reasons for its 
denial. First, USAC states that the service provider is no longer active in its system; and 
second, USAC states that an acquisition occurred (of New Mexico RSA4 East-Limited 
Partnership and related entities by AT&T Inc.). 

Regarding USAC’s systems, USAC erred in deleting its service provider record for NM 
RSA4 East from its systems. This service provider was and is an independent entity, 
and it is and forever will be the entity that provided the funded services. 

USAC further erred by claiming that an acquisition occurred (which could lead to a SPIN 
change). The AT&T-Plateau MO&O which USAC cited in its appeal denial decision 
does not provide for any acquisition or merger; it merely grants approval for NM RSA4 
East and related entities to convey radio licenses and related authorizations. 

Request for Relief 
For the reasons stated in this letter, FMSD requests that the Commission direct USAC 
to disburse to FMSD the $1,168.32 committed funding amount for FRN 1612875. 

Respectfully, 

E-RATE SUPPORT SERVICES 

 
David A. Behar 
General Manager 
 
 
Attachments: 

Appendix A: 4/3/2018 email from Antonina Parisa 

Appendix B: FCC Form 471 Funding Application #579663 

Appendix C: Articles of Formation 

Appendix D: Business Registration Record 
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